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(54) Error control method and apparatus for wireless data communication 



(57) An error control method for wireless data trans- 
mission over a digital mobile communication system in- 
cludes a step of obtaining, during data communication, 
statistical information including transmission error infor- 
mation at a receiving side, a step of determining an error 
control strategy and/or a value of at least one parameter 



of the error control strategy which are optimum for trans- 
mission path conditions at that time, based upon the ob- 
tained statistical information, and a step of using the de- 
termined error control strategy and/or the at least one 
parameter for the error control during data communica- 
tion. 
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Description 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

s The present invention relates to an error control method and apparatus for wireless data communication, particu- 

larly to an error control method and apparatus for wireless data transmission over a digital mobile communication 
system such as a PHS (Personal Handy phone System), one of various digital mobile/car phone systems or a digital 
private wireless LAN (Local Area Network) system. 

10 DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART 

Recently, data transmissions via mobile terminals of the mobile communication system have been popular in prac- 
tice with the spread of personal computer communications or of internet accesses. These wireless data communications 
have been utilized not only for private use but also for business use. 

15 in general, under the radio link environment, transmission path conditions will greatly vary due to the special effects 

of radio propagation such as fading. Therefore, most of the digital mobile communication systems adopt at least one 
error control strategy such as for example the FEC (Forward Error Correction) strategy or the ARQ (Automatic Repeat 
Request) strategy so as to reduce bit errors which may occur during passage through the radio link. 

In the PDC (Personal Digital Cellular) system which is one of the Japanese digital mobile phone systems, the data 

20 communication of 2400 bit/s adopts the FEC strategy using BCH (Bose Chaudhuri Hocquenghem) code and the data 
communication of 9600 bit/s adopts the ARQ strategy with a combining Go-Back-N and Selective Repeat protocols. 
In another mobile communication systems, the FEC strategy, the ARQ strategy or the FEC/ARQ hybrid strategy may 
be adopted for data communication. 

According to the conventional data transmission over the mobile communication system, the error control strategy 

25 js not changed and its parameters are also fixed while the communication link is kept in connection. For example, in 
the above-mentioned data transmission of 2400 bit/s over the PDC system, the BCH code length is fixed to 15 bits 
and the information length is fixed to 4 bits as well as the depth of the associated interleaving is fixed to 73 while the 
connection is kept. Also, in the 9600 bit/s data communication, both the frame length and the modulo number for ARQ 
are fixed to certain values during the connection. 

30 However, since the transmission path conditions will always vary in the mobile radio link environment, the un- 

changed error control strategy and fixed parameters thereof will introduce the following problems. 

The error control strategy and its parameters are usually designed so that bit errors can be reduced even when 
the transmission path conditions are somewhat poor. Therefore, when the conditions are relatively good, it is not nec- 
essary to execute such error control, in other words, no bit error will be occurred without executing such error control. 

3S in such conditions, it is required to increase the amount of information which can be transmitted per a unit of time rather 
than executing such the error control. For example, in the above-mentioned data transmission of 2400 bit/s over the 
PDC system, the maximum transmission efficiency can be obtained if all 15 bits of the BCH code are used for data 
transmission under good transmission path conditions. However, in fact, only 4 bits in the 15 bits of the BCH code can 
be utilized for data transmission causing a very low transmission efficiency of 4/15. Similar to this, in the data trans- 

40 mission of 9600 bit/s over the PDC system, 48 bits are utilized for the ARQ control information whereas 176 bits are 
used for data transmission causing also a low transmission efficiency of 176/224. 

On the contrary, when the transmission path conditions become worse than the conditions estimated at designing 
the error control method and its parameters, the transmission performance cannot be kept in good by means of the 
designed error control method and the parameters. As a result, bit error may be occurred in the data transmitted to 

45 the user, the transmission delay may exceed the maximum permissible limit, or the throughput may be lowered. In an 
extreme case, no data transmission is possible causing the transmission link to be disconnected. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

so it is therefore an object of the present invention to provide an error control method and apparatus for wireless data 

transmission over a digital mobile communication system, whereby possible error can be adaptively controlled by using 
an optimum error control strategy and/or its parameters which are possible to change depending upon the variation of 
transmission path conditions. 

According to the present invention, an error control method for wireless data transmission over a digital mobile 

55 communication system includes a step of obtaining, during data communication, statistical information including trans- 
mission error information at a receiving side, a step of determining an error control strategy and/or a value of at least 
one parameter of the error control strategy which are optimum for transmission path conditions at that time, based 
upon the obtained statistical information, and a step of using the determined error control strategy and/or the at least 
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one parameter for the error control during data communication. 

During data transmission, the statistical information including transmission error information are obtained, and 
then an optimum error control strategy and/or its parameters for transmission path condition at that time are determined 
in accordance with the obtained statistical information. Thus, possible error can be adaptively controlled by using an 
s optimum error control strategy and/or its parameters which are possible to change depending upon the variation of 
transmission path conditions. Namely, when the transmission path conditions are relatively good, the transmission 
efficiency (throughput) can be increased, whereas when the conditions become somewhat poor, the transmission per- 
formance can be kept or improved. 

Accordingly, by adopting the error control method and apparatus of the present invention to a mobile terminal, 
io stable data communication can be achieved even when the mobile terminal locates at far from a base station and 
therefore its environment is extremely poor with very low mean received signal level and with violent fading. Also, 
stable data transmission can be attained when the mobile terminal is moving and therefore the transmission path 
conditions are greatly varying. 

It is preferred that the determining step includes a first selection step of selecting values of condition parameters 
'5 which represent conditions of a wireless transmission link, based upon the obtained statistical information, by reference 
to a preliminarily determined relation between the statistical information and the condition parameter values, and a 
step of determining the error control strategy and/or the at least one parameter of the error control strategy based upon 
the selected condition parameter values. 

In this case, preferably, the determining step includes a second selection step of selecting an error control strategy 
20 and/or at least one parameter of the error control strategy which are optimum for transmission path conditions at that 
time, based upon the selected condition parameter values, by reference to a preliminarily determined relation between 
the condition parameter values and the error control strategy and/or the at least one parameter of the error control 
strategy. 

It is also preferred that the determining step includes a step of selecting an error control strategy and/or at least 
2S one parameter of the error control strategy which are optimum for transmission path conditions at that time, based 
upon the obtained statistical information, by reference to a preliminarily determined relation between the statistical 
information and the error control strategy and/or the at least one parameter of the error control strategy. 

According to the present invention, furthermore, an error control apparatus for wireless data transmission over a 
digital mobile communication system, includes a statistical information extraction unit for obtaining, during data com- 
30 munication, statistical information including transmission error information at a receiving side, a determination unit for 
determining an error control strategy and/or a value of at least one parameter of the error control strategy which are 
optimum for transmission path conditions at that time, based upon the obtained statistical information, and a unit for 
using the determined error control strategy and/or the at least one parameter for the error control during data commu- 
nication. 

35 it is preferred that the determination unit includes a first memory unit for storing a preliminarily determined relation 

between the statistical information and values of condition parameters which represent conditions of a wireless trans- 
mission link, a first selection unit for selecting condition parameter values based upon the obtained statistical informa- 
tion, by reference to the relation stored in the first memory unit, and a unit for determining the error control strategy 
and/or the at least one parameter of the error control strategy based upon the selected condition parameter values. 

40 Preferably, the determination unit includes a second memory unit for storing a preliminarily determined relation 

between the condition parameter values and the error control strategy and/or the at least one parameter of the error 
control strategy, and a second selection unit for selecting an error control strategy and/or at least one parameter of the 
error control strategy which are optimum for transmission path conditions at that time, based upon the selected condition 
parameter values, by reference to the relation stored in the second memory unit. 

45 it is also preferred that the determination unit includes a memory unit for storing a preliminarily determined relation 

between the statistical information and the error control strategy and/or the at least one parameter of the error control 
strategy, and a unit for selecting an error control strategy and/or at least one parameter of the error control strategy 
which are optimum for transmission path conditions at that time, based upon the obtained statistical information, by 
reference to the relation stored in the memory unit. 

so Preferably, the condition parameters include at least one of a fading rate, a fading depth, a ratio of mean received 

signal level to mean received noise level and a delay spread in the wireless transmission link. 

Preferably, the statistical information include at least one of a received signal level, a received noise level, infor- 
mation of corrected bit/symbol error and information indicating uncorrectable error. 

It is also preferred that the statistical information further include at least one of a number of errors occurred per a 

55 predetermined period of time, a fluctuation of the number of errors per a predetermined period of time, a number of 
uncorrectable errors per a predetermined period of time, a burst error length, a burst error interval, a mean received 
signal level per a predetermined period of time, a fluctuating width of the received signal level per a predetermined 
period of time, a fluctuating period of the received signal level, and a mean noise level per a predetermined period of 



3 



EP 0 794 631 A2 

time. 

The error control strategy may include a FEC strategy. FEC codes used in the FEC strategy may be Reed Solomon 
codes. 

The error control strategy may include an interleaving strategy and/or an ARQ strategy. 
5 According to the present invention, a data transmission system provided with a sending side device and a receiving 

side device which have at least one pair of the above-mentioned error control apparatuses, and a bidirectional trans- 
mission link for connecting the sending side device and the receiving side device is provided. 

Further objects and advantages of the present invention will be apparent from the following description of the 
preferred embodiments of the invention as illustrated in the accompanying drawings. 

10 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram schematically illustrating a preferred embodiment of an error control system for data 
transmission over a digital mobile communication system, according to the present invention; 
is Fig. 2 illustrates an example of interleaving with respect to FEC coded data; 

Fig. 3 illustrates an example of deinterleaving of interleaved data; 

Fig. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a concrete configuration of a transmission path condition detecting unit in the 
embodiment of Fig. 1 ; 

Fig. 5 is a characteristic view illustrating a certain relationship of the Doppler frequency with respect to the burst 

20 error length and the burst error interval; 

Fig. 6 is a block diagram schematically illustrating an another embodiment of an error control system for data 
transmission over a digital mobile communication system, according to the present invention; 
Fig. 7 is a block diagram schematically illustrating a further embodiment of an error control system for data trans- 
mission over a digital mobile communication system, according to the present invention; 

2S pjg, 8 is a block diagram schematically illustrating a still further embodiment of an error control system for data 

transmission over a digital mobile communication system, according to the present invention; 
Fig. 9 is a block diagram schematically illustrating an another embodiment of an error control system for data 
transmission over a digital mobile communication system, according to the present invention; 
Fig. 1 0 constituted by combining Figs. 1 0A and 1 0B is a block diagram schematically illustrating a further embod- 

30 iment of an error control system for data transmission over a digital mobile communication system, according to 

the present invention: and 

Fig. 11 is a block diagram schematically illustrating a further embodiment of an error control system for data trans- 
mission over a digital mobile communication system, according to the present invention. 

35 DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

As will be apparent from Fig. 1 schematically illustrating a preferred embodiment of an error control system for 
data transmission over a digital mobile communication system, according to the present invention, the error control 
system is constituted by a sending side device 1 and a receiving side device 2 connected with each other by a trans- 

40 mission link 3 which includes a radio path. 

The sending side device 1 has a FEC coding unit 11, an interleaving unit 12 and a transmitter unit 13, whereas 
the receiving side device 2 has a receiver unit 23, a deinterleaving unit 22, a FEC decoding unit 21, a transmission 
path condition detecting unit 24 and a strategy and parameter determining unit 25. 

The FEC coding unit 11 in the sending side device 1 codes the input data in accordance with the FEC strategy. In 

45 this coding process, either block codes such as BCH codes or RS (Reed Solomon) codes, or convolutional codes are 
used as the FEC codes. As for parameters in the block code FEC strategy, there are for example a generator polynomial 
(generator matrix), a block length, an information length in a block (or coding rate) and the number of correctable errors 
in a block. As for parameters in the convolutional code FEC strategy, there are for example a constraint length (generator 
polynomial), a coding rate and a truncated path length at the Vtterbi decoding. In this embodiment, the FEC strategy 

50 and at least one of these parameters can be changed in accordance with variation of the transmission path conditions, 
during data communication. 

The FEC coding unit 11 is followed by the interleaving unit 12 for interleaving the FEC coded data. Since enough 
correction against possible burst errors cannot be expected in certain types of the FEC strategy, possible errors which 
will be occurred on the transmission path are randomized by this interleaving and then the occurred errors are corrected 
55 by using the FEC strategy. 

Fig. 2 illustrates an example of the interleaving at the interleaving unit 12. In this example, the FEC coded data 
are interleaved in unit of a symbol composed of a plurality of bits. As shown in the figure, the FEC coded data are 
sequentially input in the order of symbols 1, 2, 3,..., L, L+1,..., and then sequentially output to the transmitter unit 13 
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in the order of symbols 1, L+1, 2L+1,..., (D+1)*L+1, 2, L+2,..., (D-1)L+2, 3, L+3,..., where L denotes an interleaving 
block length, and D denotes an interleaving depth. The interleaving is executed in unit of every LXD symbols. In case 
of using the block codes such as the BCH codes or the RS codes as the FEC codes, L may be typically selected to 
be equal to the block code length but can be selected to another value. As for parameters of interleaving, there are an 
5 interleaving block length and an interleaving depth. In this embodiment, at least one of these parameters can be 
changed in accordance with variation of the transmission path conditions, during data communication. 

Although the FEC coded data are interleaved in units of symbols in this example, it is apparent that the data may 
be interleaved in units of bits. 

The transmitter unit 1 3 executes known transmitting processes with respect to the output data from the interleaving 
to unit 12, and then sends the processed signals to the receiving side device 2 via the transmission link 3. The known 
transmitting processes may include for example a process of framing for transmission, a modulation process, a process 
of converting frequency up to a radio frequency and an amplifying process. 

The transmitted signals are received by the receiver unit 23 in the receiving side device 2 via the transmission link 
3 including the radio link. Due to fading occurred during the transmission via the radio link, the level of the transmitted 
75 signal at the receiver unit 23 will greatly vary with respect to time. Also, due to delayed waves, the transmitted signal 
at the receiver unit 23 may be a composite signal of various signals with different delay amounts. 

The receiver unit 23 executes known receiving processes with respect to the received signal via the transmission 
link 3, and then outputs the processed signals to the deinterteaving unit 22. The known receiving processes may include 
for example a filtering process, an amplifying process, a frequency converting process, a demodulation process and 
20 a process of data separation in a transmission frame. 

The deinterleaving unit 22 deinterleaves the data sequence from the receiver unit 23 to restore the order of the 
interleaved symbols or bits. If the data was interleaved in the way shown in Fig. 2, the deinterleaving will be executed 
as shown in Fig. 3. Namely, as shown in the figure, the data from the receiver unit 23 are sequentially input in the order 
of symbols 1, L+1, 2L+1,..., (D+1)-L+1, 2, L+2,..., (D-1)*L+2, 3, L+3,..., and then sequentially output to the FEC decoding 
25 unit 21 in the order of symbols 1, 2, 3 L, L+1,.... 

The FEC decoding unit 21 decodes the input data in accordance with the using FEC strategy, and outputs the FEC 
decoded data. In this decoding process at the FEC decoding unit 21 , error relating information which will be described 
later are simultaneously obtained. 

On the other hand, in the receiving process at the receiver unit 23, information with respect to a received signal 
30 level, a received noise level and an aperture degree of the eye pattern of the received signal are simultaneously ob- 
tained. 

The transmission path condition detecting unit 24 receives, during the data communication, these raw information 
from the FEC decoding unit 21 and the receiver unit 23, and detects the conditions in the transmission link 3 through 
which the received signals have passed. Fig. 4 schematically illustrates a concrete configuration of this condition de- 
35 tecting unit 24. 

As shown in the figure, the condition detecting unit 24 has a first information modifying part 241 for modifying, if 
necessary, the error relating information (raw information) from the FEC decoding unit 21 to produce modified infor- 
mation, a second information modifying part 242 for modifying, if necessary, the information (raw information) from the 
receiver unit 23 to produce modified information, a condition parameter production part 243 for producing condition 
parameters indicating the transmission path conditions, based upon the raw information and the modified information 
(in this description, both of the raw information and the modified information are called as "statistical information in- 
cluding transmission error information"), and a relation memory part 244 for storing a relation between the statistical 
information including transmission error information and the values of the respective condition parameters in a form 
of relational functions or relational database. 

45 As for error relating information (raw information) applied to the first information modifying part 241 from the FEC 

decoding unit 21 , there are corrected bit/symbol error pulses and uncorrectable error pulses for example. The corrected 
bit/symbol error pulses are pulses provided from the FEC decoding unit 21 when there exists a bit or symbol (a unit of 
error correction) corrected by the FEC strategy. The uncorrectable error pulses are pulses provided from the FEC 
decoding unit 21 when the occurred error cannot be corrected by the FEC strategy, in other words, when errors ex- 

50 ceeding the correctable limit occur. 

The first information modifying part 241 modifies these error relating information (raw information) and outputs 
various modified information such as a number of errors occurred (corrections executed) per a predetermined period 
of time n, a fluctuation of the number of errors per a predetermined period of time L , a number of uncorrectable errors 
per a predetermined period of time m, a burst error length and a burst error interval. The number of errors n can be 

55 obtained by counting the bit/symbol error pulses for a predetermined period of time T. The fluctuation of the number 
of errors I can be obtained from a standard deviation of K numbers of errors n calculated for a predetermined period 
of time KxT. The number of uncorrectable errors m can be obtained by counting the uncorrectable error pulses for a 
predetermined period of time T. Supposing that errors are consecutive when an interval between the neighbor bit/ 
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symbol errors is within a predetermined number of bits/symbols and that the consecutive sequence of errors are burst 
errors, the burst error length can be obtained from a mean value of the lengths of these burst errors. The burst error 
interval can be provided from the average number of bits/symbols of a burst error and of the next burst error. 

As for information (raw information) input into the second information modifying part 242 from the receiver unit 23, 
5 there are a received signal level and a noise level for example. The received signal level is information provided by 
measuring an intensity of the received signal at the receiver unit 23. The noise level is information provided by meas- 
uring an intensity of noise on the received signal at the receiver unit 23. 

The second information modifying part 242 modifies these information (raw information) and outputs various mod- 
ified information such as a mean received signal level per a predetermined period of time r, a fluctuating width of the 
10 received signal level per a predetermined period of time a, a fluctuating period of the received signal level and a mean 
noise level per a predetermined period of time. The mean received signal level r can be obtained by calculating a mean 
value of the received signal level for a predetermined period of time t. The fluctuating width of the received signal level 
o can be obtained from a standard deviation of k mean received signal levels r calculated for a predetermined period 
of time kxt. The fluctuating period of the received signal level can be obtained by calculating for example a mean value 
1$ of the received signal level from a time the received signal level once crosses a certain threshold level to a time the 
level crosses again the threshold level to the same direction. The mean noise level can be obtained by calculating a 
mean value of the noise level on the received signal for a predetermined period of time t. 

The relation memory part 244 preliminarily stores a relation between the statistical information including transmis- 
sion error information, which statistical information are composed of the raw information and the modified information, 
20 and the values of the respective condition parameters in a form of relational functions or relational database. As for 
condition parameters, there are a Doppler frequency (fading rate, inverse value of fading period), a fading depth, a 
ratio of mean received signal level to mean noise level (mean C/N), a delay spread (varied time-delay due to reflections) 
and a ratio of propagation levels of line-of -sight (direct wave) to non line-of -sight (reflected wave). Under various trans- 
mission path conditions, a relation between values of these condition parameters and the statistical information includ- 
es ing transmission error information has been previously obtained by experiments for example. Then, the relation has 
been stored in the relation memory part 244. If the relation can be represented by mathematical expressions or ap- 
proximate expressions, the expressions are stored. Otherwise, data tables representing the relation between the con- 
dition parameter values and the statistical information including transmission error information may be stored. Table 1 
indicates an example of these tables. 
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Referring to the relation previously stored in the memory part 244, the condition parameter production part 243 
finds and outputs condition parameter values which correspond to values of the statistical information including trans- 
mission error information provided from the first and second information modifying parts 241 and 242. If the relation is 
represented by expressions, the condition parameter values can be directly obtained by substituting the values of the 
statistical information including transmission error information into the stored expressions. However, if the relation is 
represented by data tables, the provided statistical information including transmission error information values may 
not always coincide with the values described in the table. In such cases, each of condition parameter values corre- 
sponding to the table value which is the nearest to the value of the provided statistical information including transmission 
error information may be selected, or a plurality of condition parameter values corresponding to the table values which 
approximate the value of the provided statistical information including transmission error information may be first se- 
lected and then one of the selected condition parameter values may be decided by using interpolation or by majority. 

There are following qualitative relations for example between the statistical information including transmission error 
information and the condition parameters. 

(1) Relation between a burst error length and a burst error interval, and a Doppler frequency (fading rate, inverse 
value of fading period): 

Longer burst error length and burst error interval will result lower Doppler frequency (slower fading rate). 

(2) Relation between a fluctuating period of the received signal level and a Doppler frequency (fading rate, inverse 
value of fading period): 

Longer fluctuating period of the received signal level will result lower Doppler frequency (slower fading rate). 

(3) Relation between a fluctuating width of the received signal level and a fading depth: 

Lager fluctuating width of the received signal level will result larger fading depth. 

(4) Relation between a fluctuation of the number of errors per a predetermined period of time £ and a fading depth: 

Lager fluctuation of the number of errors will result larger fading depth. 

(5) Relation between a mean received signal level per a predetermined period of time r and a mean noise level 
per a predetermined period of time, and a mean C/N: 

Mean C/N is obtained from a ratio of the mean received signal level r to the mean noise level. 

(6) Relation between a number of errors per a predetermined period of time, a number of uncorrectable errors per 
a predetermined period of time, a mean received signal level per a predetermined period of time r and a mean 
noise level per a predetermined period of time, and a delay spread: 

If a ratio of the mean received signal level r to the mean noise level (mean C/N) is constant, larger number 
of errors and number of uncorrectable errors per a predetermined period of time will result larger delay variance. 

By quantitatively evaluating the above-mentioned relations, relation between the statistical information including 
transmission error information and the condition parameters can be represented by expressions or tables. Fig. 5 illus- 
trates characteristic indicating a relation between a burst error length and a Doppler frequency (fading rate) and a 
relation between a burst error interval and a Doppler frequency in PHS, where it is considered that consecutive errors 
are occurred if symbol error interval is within 20 bytes (1 symbol = 1 byte, 8 bits). By using these characteristics, the 
Doppler frequency value can be determined from the burst error length or from the burst error interval. 

Depending upon the condition parameter values applied from the transmission path condition detecting unit 24, 
the strategy and parameter determining unit 25 determines an optimum FEC strategy and/or an optimum interleaving 
strategy as well as optimum values of FEC parameters and/or of interleaving parameters at that transmission path 
conditions. 

In this embodiment, the strategy and parameter determining unit 25 determines the strategies and/or their param- 
eters as follows. A plurality of typical combinations of condition parameters indicating transmission path conditions 
(Doppler frequency (fading rate), fading depth, ratio of mean received signal level and mean noise level (mean C/N) 
and delay spread for example) are selected. Relations of optimum or approximately optimum FEC strategy and inter- 
leaving strategy and also optimum FEC and interleaving parameter values with respect to various transmission path 
conditions represented by the selected condition parameters are preliminarily obtained by experiments for example. 
If the relation can be represented by mathematical expressions or approximate expressions, the expressions are stored. 
Otherwise, data tables representing the relation between the condition parameter values and optimum strategies and 
their parameters may be stored. Table 2 indicates an example of these tables. 
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30 Referring to the relation previously stored, the strategy and parameter determining unit 25 finds and outputs opti- 

mum FEC strategy and/or interleaving strategy as well as optimum FEC parameter values and/or optimum interleaving 
parameter values which correspond to the condition parameter values provided from the transmission path condition 
detecting unit 24. If the relation is represented by expressions, the strategy and/or the parameter values can be directly 
obtained by substituting the condition parameter values into the stored expressions. However, if the relation is repre- 
ss sented by data tables, the provided condition parameter values may not always coincide with the values described in 
the table. In such cases, each of strategies and/or their parameter values corresponding to the table value which is 
the nearest to the value of the provided condition parameter may be selected, or a plurality of strategies and/or their 
parameter values corresponding to the table values which approximate the provided condition parameter value may 
be first selected and then one of the selected strategies and/or their parameter values may be decided by using inter- 
40 polation or by majority. 

There are following qualitative relations for example between the condition parameter values and the FEC strategy, 
the interleaving strategy, the FEC parameter values and the interleaving parameter values. 

(1) Relation between a Doppler frequency (fading rate, inverse value of fading period) and an interleaving length: 
45 Lower Doppler frequency (slower fading rate) will result longer interleaving length (interleaving block length 

x interleaving depth). 

(2) Relation between a mean C/N and a delay spread, and a FEC coding rate: 

Higher mean C/N will result larger FEC coding rate, and smaller delay spread will result larger FEC coding 

rate. 

so 

In this embodiment as aforementioned, in accordance with the statistical information including transmission error 
information, optimum FEC strategy and/or interleaving strategy as well as optimum FEC parameter values and/or 
optimum interleaving parameter values are finally determined. However, in a modified embodiment, it may be finally 
determined by the similar manner that respective values of the FEC parameters and/or the interleaving parameters 
55 should be increased or decreased. 

Information with respect to thus determined FEC strategy, interleaving strategy, FEC parameter values and/or 
interleaving parameter values, or to the determined increasing or decreasing direction of the FEC parameter values 
and/or interleaving parameter values are transmitted from the strategy and parameter determining unit 25 to the FEC 
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coding unit 11 and the interleaving unit 12 in the sending side device 1 by means of an appropriate path at need so as 
to change the error control strategy and/or the parameters during data communication. If the data communication is 
carried out through a bidirectional transmission link, the above-mentioned information will be transmitted via this bidi- 
rectional link. Otherwise, the information will be transmitted to the sending side device 1 via an any another transmission 
s link. 

In general, under radio link environment of the mobile communication, burst bit errors (errors occurring very close 
together) may frequently occur due to for example fading. The occurring pattern of the errors depends on transmission 
path conditions such as a fading rate, a fading depth, a ratio of mean received signal level to mean noise level and a 
delay spread. Therefore, according to the embodiment of Fig. 1, condition parameters such as a fading rate, a fading 

10 depth, a ratio of mean received signal level to mean received noise level, a delay spread and a propagation level ratio 
of line-of-sight and non line-of-sight are obtained depending upon statistical information including transmission error 
information, which statistical information are composed of raw information during data communication such as a re- 
ceived signal level, a received noise level, corrected bit/symbol error pulses and uncorrectable error pulses and of 
modified information such as a mean received signal level per a predetermined period of time r, a fluctuating width of 

15 the received signal level per a predetermined period of time a, a fluctuating period of the received signal level, a mean 
noise level per a predetermined period of time, a number of errors occurred (corrections executed) per a predetermined 
period of time n, a fluctuation of the number of errors per a predetermined period of timeZ , a number of uncorrectable 
errors per a predetermined period of time m, a burst error length and a burst error interval. Then, an optimum FEC 
strategy, interleaving strategy, optimum FEC parameter values and/or optimum interleaving parameter values for the 

20 transmission path conditions represented by the obtained condition parameter values are determined and changed 
during data communication, so that the transmission efficiency is always kept at the maximum value. 

Fig. 6 schematically illustrates an another embodiment of an error control system for data transmission over a 
digital mobile communication system, according to the present invention. As will be apparent from this figure, the error 
control system is constituted by a sending side device 61 and a receiving side device 62 connected with each other 

25 by a transmission link 3 which includes a radio path. 

In the error control system of this embodiment, only a FEC strategy is executed without accompanying with any 
interleaving strategy. Therefore, in the sending side device 61 , output of the FEC coding unit 11 is directly applied to 
the transmitter unit 13, whereas in the receiving side device 62, output of the receiver unit 23 is directly applied to the 
FEC decoding unit 21 . A strategy and parameter determining unit 625 in the receiving side device 62 determines only 

30 a FEC strategy and its parameters depending upon condition parameter values provided from the transmission path 
condition detecting unit 24. Constitution, operations and advantages of this embodiment are the same as these in the 
embodiment of Fig. 1 except that this embodiment does not carry out interleaving and deinterleaving operations. In 
this embodiment shown in Fig. 6, the similar elements as that in the embodiment of Fig. 1 are provided with the same 
reference numerals. 

35 Fig. 7 schematically illustrates a further embodiment of an error control system for data transmission over a digital 

mobile communication system, according to the present invention. As will be apparent from this figure, the error control 
system is constituted by a sending side device 71 and a receiving side device 72 connected with each other by a 
transmission link 3 which includes a radio path. 

In the error control system of this embodiment, an ARQ strategy is executed in addition to the FEC strategy and 
40 the interleaving strategy. In the embodiment, the similar elements as that in the embodiment of Fig. 1 are provided with 
the same reference numerals. 

The sending side device 71 has a sending side ARQ unit 10, the FEC coding unit 11 , the interleaving unit 12 and 
the transmitter unit 13, whereas the receiving side device 72 has the receiver unit 23, the deinterleaving unit 22, the 
FEC decoding unit 21, a receiving side ARQ unit 20, a transmission path condition detecting unit 724 and a strategy 
45 and parameter determining unit 725. 

The sending side ARQ unit 10 in the sending side device 71 converts the input data frame into frames which are 
necessary for ARQ control (ARQ frames) and outputs the converted data to the FEC coding unit 11 . The ARQ frame 
has not only the input data but also additional information necessary for ARQ control such as a transmission frame 
number and a number of error detecting bits. In this embodiment, any ARQ strategy including a typical Go-Back-N 
50 type ARQ strategy, a Selective Repeat type ARQ strategy or another ARQ strategies can be used. As for parameters 
in the ARQ strategy, there are for example an ARQ frame length, the maximum number of error detecting bits and a 
modulo number for frame number. In this embodiment, the ARQ strategy and at least one of these parameters can be 
changed in accordance with variation of the transmission path conditions, during data communication. 

Constitution and operations of the FEC coding unit 11 , the interleaving unit 12 and the transmitter unit 1 3 in the 
55 sending side device 71 and also of the receiver unit 23, deinterleaving unit 22 and the FEC decoding unit 21 are the 
same as these in case of the embodiment of Fig. 1 . 

In the receiving side device 72, the FEC decoded data from the FEC decoding unit 21 are applied to the receiving 
side ARQ unit 20. This ARQ unit 20 detects a possible error in accordance with the ARQ control information in the 
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ARQ frame, and executes depending upon whether an error exists or not, a repeat request process in accordance with 
the ARQ strategy used. In case that an error is detected after decoding at the FEC decoding unit 21 , it is unnecessary 
for the ARQ unit 20 to detect a possible error. In such case, the ARQ unit 20 can utilize the error information provided 
from the FEC decoding unit 21 without executing error detection. 

5 In accordance with the ARQ strategy, information needed for ARQ control (backward ARQ control information) will 

be returned from the receiving side ARQ unit 20 to the sending side ARQ unit 10 by means of a return path. If the data 
communication is carried out through a bidirectional transmission link, the above-mentioned backward control infor- 
mation will be returned via this bidirectional link. Otherwise, the information will be returned to the sending side ARQ 
unit 10 via an any another transmission link. 

10 In the ARQ receiving process at the receiving side ARQ unit 20, error relating information of the ARQ frame is 

simultaneously obtained- This obtained information is applied to the transmission path condition detecting unit 724. 
Thus, the condition detecting unit 724 detects, as the similar manner as that of the condition detecting unit 24 in the 
embodiment of Fig. 1 , the conditions in the transmission link 3 through which the received signals have passed by 
using the statistical information including transmission error information, which statistical information contains the ARQ 

is frame information (raw information) and its modified information, and outputs the condition parameter values. 

Depending upon the condition parameter values applied from the condition detecting unit 724, the strategy and 
parameter determining unit 725 determines an optimum FEC strategy, an optimum interleaving strategy and/or an 
optimum ARQ strategy as well as optimum values of FEC parameters, of interleaving parameters and/or of ARQ pa- 
rameters at that transmission path conditions, as the similar manner as that of the strategy and parameter determining 

20 unit 25 in the embodiment of Fig. 1 . 

It is desired to have following qualitative relations between the condition parameter values and the FEC strategy, 
the interleaving strategy and the ARQ strategy as well as values of FEC parameters, of interleaving parameters and 
of ARQ parameters. 

25 (1 ) Relation between a Doppler frequency (fading rate, inverse value of fading period) and an interleaving length: 

Lower Doppler frequency (slower fading rate) will result longer interleaving length (interleaving block length 
X interleaving depth). 

(2) Relation between a fading depth, a mean C/N and a delay variance, and ARQ control: 

When the mean C/N is large, the fading depth is small and the delay spread is small, no ARQ control should 
30 be executed. 

(3) Relation between a mean C/N and a delay spread, and a FEC coding rate: 

Higher mean C/N will result larger FEC coding rate, and smaller delay spread will result larger FEC coding 

rate. 

35 Similar to the modification of the embodiment of Fig. 1, optimum FEC, interleaving and/or ARQ strategies, and 

optimum values of FEC parameters, interleaving parameters and/or ARQ parameters may be directly determined in 
accordance with the statistical information including transmission error information. 

Also, similar to the modification of the embodiment of Fig. 1, whether respective values of the FEC parameters, 
the interleaving parameters and/or the ARQ parameters should be increased or decreased can be finally determined 

40 in accordance with the statistical information including transmission error information. 

Information with respect to thus determined FEC strategy, interleaving strategy, ARQ strategy, FEC parameter 
values, interleaving parameter values and/or ARQ parameter values, or to the determined increasing or decreasing 
direction of the FEC parameter values, interleaving parameter values and/or ARQ parameter values are transmitted 
from the strategy and parameter determining unit 725 to the sending side ARQ unit 10, the FEC coding unit 11 and 

45 the interleaving unit 12 in the sending side device 71 by means of an appropriate path at need so as to change the 
error control strategy and/or the parameters during data communication. If the data communication is carried out 
through a bidirectional transmission link, the above-mentioned information will be transmitted via this bidirectional link. 
Otherwise, the information will be transmitted to the sending side device 71 via an any another transmission link. 
Fig. 8 schematically illustrates a still further embodiment of an error control system for data transmission over a 

so digital mobile communication system, according to the present invention. As will be apparent from this figure, the error 
control system is constituted by a sending side device 81 and a receiving side device 82 connected with each other 
by a transmission link 3 which includes a radio path. 

In the error control system of the embodiment of Fig. 7, the FEC coding is executed next to the ARQ conversion. 
Contrary to this, in the embodiment of Fig. 8, the ARQ conversion follows the FEC coding. Therefore, in the sending 

55 side device 81, the ARQ unit 10 is positioned between the FEC coding unit 11 and the interleaving unit 12, whereas 
in the receiving side device 82, the ARQ unit 20 is positioned between the deinterleaving unit 22 and the FEC decoding 
unit 21 . Constitution, operations and advantages of this embodiment are the same as these in the embodiment of Fig. 
7 except that the order of ARQ and FEC is reversed. In this embodiment shown in Fig. 8, the similar elements as that 
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in the embodiment of Fig. 7 are provided with the same reference numerals. 

Fig. 9 schematically illustrates an another embodiment of an error control system for data transmission over a 
digital mobile communication system, according to the present invention. As will be apparent from this figure, the error 
control system is constituted by a sending side device 91 and a receiving side device 92 connected with each other 

5 by a transmission link 3 which includes a radio path. 

In the error control system of this embodiment, only an ARQ strategy is executed without accompanying any FEC 
and interleaving strategies. Therefore, in the sending side device 91 , output of the ARQ unit 10 is directly applied to 
the transmitter unit 1 3, whereas in the receiving side device 62, output of the receiver unit 23 is directly applied to the 
ARQ unit 20. A transmission path condition detecting unit 924 detects transmission path conditions in accordance with 

10 error relating information provided from the receiving side ARQ unit 20 and information provided from the receiver unit 
23 as well as in accordance with the modified information thereof, and output condition parameter values. A strategy 
and parameter determining unit 925 in the receiving side device 92 determines only an ARQ strategy and/or its pa- 
rameters depending upon the condition parameter values provided from the transmission path condition detecting unit 
924. Constitution, operations and advantages of this embodiment are the same as these in the embodiment of Fig. 7 

is except that this embodiment does not carry out FEC, interleaving and deinterleaving operations. In this embodiment 
shown in Fig. 9, the similar elements as that in the embodiment of Fig. 7 are provided with the same reference numerals. 

Fig. 1 0 schematically illustrates a further embodiment of an error control system for data transmission over a digital 
mobile communication system, according to the present invention. In this embodiment, mobile terminals A and B, each 
of which has both a sending side device and a receiving side device and can be used for bidirectional data communi- 

20 cation, have the same constitution with each other and are connected via the transmission link 3. In the figure, the 
same reference numerals are given for the similar elements as that in the embodiment of Fig. 7. 

In this embodiment, information with respect to FEC strategy, interleaving strategy, ARQ strategy, FEC parameter 
values, interleaving parameter values and/or ARQ parameter values, or to increasing or decreasing direction of the 
FEC parameter values, interleaving parameter values and/or ARQ parameter values can be transmitted from the re- 

25 ceiving side to the sending side via the bidirectional transmission link. In practice, the information of the strategy and/ 
or its parameters determined at the strategy and parameter determining unit 725 is inserted into output data to be 
transmitted at a strategy/parameter information inserting unit 19 in one mobile terminal for example B. Thus, the infor- 
mation of the strategy and/or its parameters is sent to the other mobile terminal A via the link 3. In the mobile terminal 
A, the transmitted information of the strategy and/or its parameters are extracted at a strategy/parameter information 

30 extracting unit 29 and the extracted information are applied to the ARQ unit 10, the FEC coding unit 11 and the inter- 
leaving unit 12 so as to change the strategy and/or its parameters. On the other hand, the ARQ control information 
produced at the receiving side ARQ unit 20 in the mobile terminal B are inserted at the sending side ARQ unit 10 in 
this mobile terminal B, and transmitted to the mobile terminal A via the bidirectional transmission link 3. Constitution, 
operations and advantages of this embodiment are the same as these in the embodiment of Fig. 7 except that this 

35 embodiment carries out bidirectional data transmission. 

Fig. 1 1 schematically illustrates a further embodiment of an error control system for data transmission over a digital 
mobile communication system, according to the present invention. In the aforementioned embodiments, condition 
parameters are obtained depending upon statistical information including transmission error information, and then an 
optimum error control strategy and/or optimum parameter values for the transmission path conditions represented by 

40 the obtained condition parameter values are determined. However, in this embodiment, an optimum FEC strategy, 
interleaving strategy, optimum FEC parameter values and/or optimum interleaving parameter values are directly de- 
termined in accordance with the statistical information including transmission error information. Namely, relations of 
optimum strategies and/or their parameter values with respect to the statistical information including transmission error 
information are preliminarily obtained from the relations between the statistical information including transmission error 

45 information and the condition parameters and from the relations between the condition parameters and optimum strat- 
egies and/or their parameter values. The obtained relations are preliminarily stored in a strategy and parameter de- 
termining unit 1125 in a receiving side device 112 shown in Fig. 11 . tf the relation can be represented by mathematical 
expressions or approximate expressions, the expressions are stored. Otherwise, data tables representing the relation 
between the statistical information including transmission error information and optimum strategies and/or their pa- 

50 rameters may be stored. Table 3 indicates an example of these tables. 
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By reference to the stored relations, the strategy and parameter determining unit 1125 determines an optimum 
FEC strategy, interleaving strategy, optimum FEC parameter values and/or optimum interleaving parameter values are 
directly determined in accordance with the statistical information including transmission error information. Constitution, 
operations and advantages of this embodiment are the same as these in the embodiment of Fig. 1 except that this 
5 embodiment directly obtains the error control strategy and/ or parameter values from the statistical information. In Fig. 
11, the similar elements as that in the embodiment of Fig. 1 are provided with the same reference numerals. 
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According to the aforementioned embodiments of the present invention, a throughput of 0.5 or more can be 
achieved by determining optimum error control strategy accompanied with the RS codes and/or optimum strategy 
parameters even under transmission path conditions of Rayleigh fading environment wherein the C/N ratio is about 
10 dB. If the communication is executed near the base station, a higher throughput close to 1.0 can be attained by 
determining optimum error control strategy and/or optimum strategy parameters. 

Many widely different embodiments of the present invention may be constructed without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the present invention. It should be understood that the present invention is not limited to the specific 
embodiments described in the specification, except as defined in the appended claims. 

Claims 

1. An error control method for wireless data transmission over a digital mobile communication system, comprising 
the steps of: 

obtaining, during data communication, statistical information including transmission error information at a re- 
ceiving side; 

determining an error control strategy and/or a value of at least one parameter of said error control strategy 
which are optimum for transmission path conditions at that time, based upon the obtained statistical informa- 
tion; and 

using the determined error control strategy and/or the at least one parameter for the error control during data 
communication. 

2. The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said determining step includes a first selection step of selecting values 
of condition parameters which represent conditions of a wireless transmission link, based upon said obtained 
statistical information, by reference to a preliminarily determined relation between the statistical information and 
the condition parameter values, and a step of determining the error control strategy and/or the at least one param- 
eter of said error control strategy based upon the selected condition parameter values. 

3. The method as claimed in claim 2, wherein said determining step includes a second selection step of selecting an 
error control strategy and/or at least one parameter of said error control strategy which are optimum for transmission 
path conditions at that time, based upon said selected condition parameter values, by reference to a preliminarily 
determined relation between the condition parameter values and the error control strategy and/or the at least one 
parameter of said error control strategy. 

4. The method as claimed in claim 2, wherein said condition parameters include at least one of a fading rate, a fading 
depth, a ratio of mean received signal level to mean received noise level and a delay spread in the wireless trans- 
mission link. 

5. The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said determining step includes a step of selecting an error control 
strategy and/or at least one parameter of said error control strategy which are optimum for transmission path 
conditions at that time, based upon said obtained statistical information, by reference to a preliminarily determined 
relation between the statistical information and the error control strategy and/or the at least one parameter of said 
error control strategy. 

6. The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said statistical information include at least one of a received signal 
level, a received noise level, information of corrected bit/symbol error and information indicating uncorrectable 
error. 

7. The method as claimed in claim t , wherein said statistical information include at least one of a number of errors 
occurred per a predetermined period of time, a fluctuation of the number of errors per a predetermined period of 
time, a number of uncorrectable errors per a predetermined period of time, a burst error length, a burst error 
interval, a mean received signal level per a predetermined period of time, a fluctuating width of the received signal 
level per a predetermined period of time, a fluctuating period of the received signal level, and a mean noise level 
per a predetermined period of time. 

8. The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said error control strategy includes a FEC strategy. 
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9. The method as claimed in claim 8, wherein FEC codes used in said FEC strategy are Reed Solomon codes. 

10. The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said error control strategy includes an interleaving strategy, 
s 11. The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said error control strategy includes an ARQ strategy. 

1 2. An error control apparatus for wireless data transmission over a digital mobile communication system, comprising: 

a statistical information extraction means for obtaining, during data communication, statistical information in- 
J0 eluding transmission error information at a receiving side; 

a determination means for determining an error control strategy and/or a value of at least one parameter of 
said error control strategy which are optimum for transmission path conditions at that time, based upon the 
obtained statistical information; and 

means for using the determined error control strategy and/or the at least one parameter for the error control 
'5 during data communication. 

13. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1 2, wherein said determination means includes a first memory means for storing 
a preliminarily determined relation between the statistical information and values of condition parameters which 
represent conditions of a wireless transmission link, a first selection means for selecting condition parameter values 

20 based upon said obtained statistical information, by reference to the relation stored in said first memory means, 

and means for determining the error control strategy and/or the at least one parameter of said error control strategy 
based upon the selected condition parameter values. 

14. The apparatus as claimed in claim 13, wherein said determination means includes a second memory means for 
25 storing a preliminarily determined relation between the condition parameter values and the error control strategy 

and/or the at least one parameter of said error control strategy, and a second selection means for selecting an 
error control strategy and/or at least one parameter of said error control strategy which are optimum for transmission 
path conditions at that time, based upon said selected condition parameter values, by reference to said relation 
stored in said second memory means. 

30 

15. The apparatus as claimed in claim 13, wherein said condition parameters include at least one of a fading rate, a 
fading depth, a ratio of mean received signal level to mean received noise level and a delay spread in the wireless 
transmission link. 

35 16. The apparatus as claimed in claim 12, wherein said determination means includes a memory means for storing a 
preliminarily determined relation between the statistical information and the error control strategy and/or the at 
least one parameter of said error control strategy, and means for selecting an error control strategy and/or at least 
one parameter of said error control strategy which are optimum for transmission path conditions at that time, based 
upon said obtained statistical information, by reference to said relation stored in said memory means. 

40 

17. The apparatus as claimed in claim 12, wherein said statistical information include at least one of a received signal 
level, a received noise level, information of corrected bit/symbol error and information indicating uncorrectable 
error. 

45 18. The apparatus as claimed in claim 12, wherein said statistical information include at least one of a number of errors 
occurred per a predetermined period of time, a fluctuation of the number of errors per a predetermined period of 
time, a number of uncorrectable errors per a predetermined period of time, a burst error length, a burst error 
interval, a mean received signal level per a predetermined period of time, a fluctuating width of the received signal 
level per a predetermined period of time, a fluctuating period of the received signal level, and a mean noise level 

50 per a predetermined period of time. 

19. The apparatus as claimed in claim 12, wherein said error control strategy includes a FEC strategy. 

20. The apparatus as claimed in claim 19, wherein FEC codes used in said FEC strategy are Reed Solomon codes. 

55 

21. The apparatus as claimed in claim 12, wherein said error control strategy includes an interleaving strategy. 

22. The apparatus as claimed in claim 12, wherein said error control strategy includes an ARQ strategy. 
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23. A data transmission system comprising a sending side device and a receiving side device which include at least 
one pair of the error control apparatuses claimed in claim 12, and a bidirectional transmission link for connecting 
said sending side device and said receiving side device. 
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